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The role of Pragmatics in English Language Teaching 

   

    

Abstract 
This paper intends to discuss the place of pragmatics in English 
teaching. It mainly deals with the relationship between pragmatics and 
teaching, as well as it deals with the widely vast concepts of meaning, 
context and communication as pragmatics is abroad approach to 
discourse. 
 
Pragmatics in language teaching examines the acquisition of 
pragmatics – language use in social contexts – in second and foreign 
language classrooms. Pragmatics in language teaching offers a 
comprehensive and essential introduction to a rapidly growing area, and 
should be of interest to researchers, graduate students, and language  

teachers. 
  

In this paper, pragmatics is presented as the linguistics of language 
use, and having neither its own units of analysis nor its own correlational 
objects. Practicing pragmatic abilities in a classroom requires student 
center interaction. The teaching materials should provide a relatively 
wide range of exercises designed especially to repeat and check the 
pragmatic knowledge of students. 
 
Although language teachers have the right to develop their own 
materials, knowledge about how conversations work and what are the 
social cultural criterion and practices in each communication culture is 
often taught, so teaching pragmatics, definitely will lead to certain 
benefits which help in avoiding pragmatics mistakes, thus reducing the 
number of embarrassing situations. Meaning, context, and 
communication are the underlying principles behind pragmatics. The 
pragmatic approach has been used in analyzing some texts (situations) in 
order to clearly understand what the certain text was trying to say. 
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Introduction 
There are many reasons why we want to teach pragmatics in our 
classes. Pragmatics provides students with opportunities to listen 

to language in context rather than in bits and pieces. Teaching of 

some concepts in pragmatics introduces new vocabularies within a 

rich network of associations. Equally important, pragmatics equals 

linguistics can have a deep impact on persons’ constructions of 

knowledge. 

 

Pragmatics helps us to make sense of our world. Even in 
academic research, it has lately been given a higher status. 
Pragmatics also has the power to reach deep within us into areas 
that regular teaching may not visit, thereby validating the language 
classroom for reasons that go beyond first language learning. Our 
students tell and show us that they have changed beliefs, attitudes 
and behaviors after hearing our illustrations and interpretations. 
This deep impact makes language learning an enriching 
experience that students find intrinsically valuable. 
 
 
Pragmatics directs what to teach and selects which syllabus. It 
also directs teaching while teaching experiences are the practical 
material for pragmatics research. However, this paper gives a 
deep discussion about pragmatic context, referential uses of 
language, and cultural pragmatics which is an important factor in 
the study of pragmatics and foreign language teaching. 
 
 
However, foreign language instructors cannot always attribute 
learners’ poor performance with respect to certain pragmatic 
competence to deficiency of pragmatic knowledge. Instead, this 
kind of poor performance may be attributable to a lack of its 
corresponding linguistic knowledge(Kasper, 1997). 
 

 

  

 


