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I 

 

 

 

ِحيِ  ِن الره مَٰ ْحْ ِ الره  ِبْسِم اَّلله

ْتِوي ْهلْ  ُقلْ  [[  ينْ  يْس ْ ِ ينْ  يْْعلُْمونْ  اَّله ِ هْما يْْعلُْموْن   ْل  ْواَّله ه
ِ
  ]]اْْلَلْْباِب  ُأولُو يْْتْذكهرُ  ا

[[ Say, "Are those who know equal to those who do not 

know?" Only they will remember [who are] people of 

understanding ]] 

 ْصْدْق هللُا الْْعِِلُّ الْْعِظيُ 

 

 

 3اآلية  – 953الصفحة  – 93سورة الزمر: الجزء 

Sura of Az-Zamar (The Groups) – Chapter 39 – Page 459 – Verse 9
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Language classrooms strive to involve and support 

learners in the learning process. Instructional tasks are important 

components of the language learning environment, and ''hold a 

central place'' in the learning process (Ellis, 2003 :1). 

The type of task used in instruction may positively 

influence learner‟s performance. Hence, the curriculum or 

course designer tries to create tasks that foster a language 

learning context in which the learners can be involved and 

supported in their efforts to communicate fluently and 

effectively (Ibid:32). 

Among the ways to create this language learning context, 

Task-Based Instruction (TBI) presents opportunities to employ 

effective and meaningful activities and thus promotes 

communicative language use in the language classroom 

(Crooks, 1991:59). 

While some researchers suggest that the traditional 

methods include prescribed steps that provide teachers with a 

clear schedule of what they should do other researchers 

emphasize the importance of task-based approaches to 

communicative instruction which leave teachers and learners 

freer to find their own procedures to maximize communicative 

effectiveness (Ibid). 

Task-based instruction can thus be defined as an approach 

which provides learners with a learning context that requires the 

use of the target language through communicative activities and 

in which the process of using language carries more importance 

than mere production of correct language forms (Richards & 

Rodgers, 2001:175). 



 

VI 

Therefore, TBI is viewed as one model of Communicative 

Language Teaching (CLT) in terms of regarding real and 

meaningful communication as the primary characteristic of 

language learning (Ibid). 

As important tools in language teaching, tasks are 

described by many researchers as activities that will be 

completed while using the target language communicatively by 

focusing on meaning to reach an intended outcome. In 

particular, speaking classrooms are well suited for task-based 

instruction, given that the approach favors real language use in 

communicative situations. This research will explore the 

effectiveness of certain kinds of task-based instruction on the 

development of learners‟ speaking skills. 

Task-based instruction (TBI) is regarded as an alternative 

method to traditional language teaching methods because it 

favors a methodology in which functional communicative 

language use is aimed at and strived for (Brumfit, 1984:43). 

Also, TBI is considered to be an effective approach that 

fosters a learning environment in which learners are free to 

choose and use the target language forms which they think are 

most likely to achieve the aim of accomplishing defined 

communicative goals (ibid.) 

The term „task‟ which is one of the key concepts in task-

based learning and teaching, is defined in different ways in the 

literature and instructional tasks are used for different purposes. 

In everyday usage, tasks are seen as the commonplace goal-

directed activities of everyday life such as cooking dinner, 

writing a letter, building a model (Long, 2003:56). 
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1.1 The importance of speaking 

The English language has become an international 

language. Among nations it serves as a lingua franca. It is 

spoken, learnt and understood even in those countries where it is 

not a native‟s language. English is playing a major role in many 

sectors including medicine, engineering, education, advanced 

studies, business, technology, banking, computing, tourism etc. 

In the present global world, communication plays a vital 

role in getting success in all fields. Language is used as a tool 

for communication. Perfect communication is not possible for 

people without using a language. Moreover, people cannot 

achieve their aims, objectives, and goals without using proper 

language to communicate. Therefore, there is a need for a 

language to communicate with others those who live all around 

the globe. 

As English is considered the international language and it 

is spoken all over the world, it serves the purpose of 

communicating with the people who live in different regions, 

states, countries, and continents of the world. Speaking skill is 

the most important skill to acquire foreign or second language 

learning. Among the four key language skills, speaking is 

deemed to be the most important skill in learning a foreign or 

second language. 

Brown and Yule (1983) say, “Speaking is the skill that the 

students will be judged upon most in real life situations”. 

Regardless of its importance, teaching speaking skills have been 

undervalued and most of the EFL/ESL teachers have been 

continuing their teaching of speaking skills just as memorization 

of dialogues or repetition of drills. 


